Radio a star in emergencies

= Ham operators seek grant
for communication system

By BONNIE DELANEY
TOME RIVER BUREAU

BERKELEY — In a perfect wordd, the demonstration Robert Murdock Sr,
set up would have worlked. He was attempting to show amateur radio opera-
tors how to use portable
computers linked to their
ham radio transceivers to
send email-type messages

to and from the Internet [ : A

cim ooz, | RIS
Using three laptop com- ;

puters he sef up in a class- g T Gf“.._.

roorn at the Ocean County
Office of Emergency Man-
agement at  Hobert J.
Miller Airpark, he at-
tempted o demonstrate
the benefits of such a sys {
tem, However, glitches In emergencies, pecple could man radios
such as not trying it out at  in this room at Robert J. Miller Airpark in
home using battery power Berkeley. During Hurricane Hatrina, ham
necurred, radio operators had the only mode of
“This is exactly why we communication.
need to work the kinks
out of it and practice be-
fore an emergency occurs,
and we find out we're not
prepared,” said Murdock,

“If the county
repeater goes out, |
know one of these guys

president of and emer- :
gency. coordinator for l}ﬂl hook up 5_nmeﬂung
Ocean County Amateur right from their car and
M : Rarlio Emergency Service teap uz on the ﬂ'.”
Inc, who s trying to se-
Robert Murdnck Sr., presidant of nnd amnrgem:y mrdinator cure  grants of about — Peter Genneken,
for Ocean County Amateur Radio Emergency Service Inc., at- $10,500 to construct a digi- mmm“"‘@&m"d{”gﬁf‘{“"
tempis to program a radio using a computer during a mesting tal system known as Win- the Ocean Coungy Office of
at the Ocean County Office of Emergency Management at Rok- Tink 2000, Emergency Management

art ). Miller Alrpark. (siF rHOTOS: ROBERT WARD) “The digital *“’“"““”1“33

... has been accepted implemented by ARES teams around the United

Rl ! States and hams around the world, Ocean County ARES is in the te:sting

; AT A GLANGE { : phase of Winlink 2000 and plans to fully impletnent a VHI/UHEF system in

s (kR : il the near fufire,” he said,

OCEAN COUNTY ﬁMﬁTEUTR RADIG el When other ARES groups tested the system they were able io pass 81 full-
EMFRGENCY SEE.‘VIGE INC. . page messapes in 82 minutes using Winlink 2000, Murdock said.

gl “Tt cottld take all day to pass the same number of messages through voice

The nonprofit urg&zﬁzaﬂu‘n conslsts of 11¢Bnaad amatours, "JE” knt::.-m a5 pommutications,” saiﬂ?? Mu?gick. who was able to get the system up and ruu-

hams, who have voluntarily reglstered their qualifications dnd equipment | ning after & e tles.

ik hen i
'_ﬁﬁﬁﬁmm’?ﬂﬂﬂgﬁﬂm e Pﬁlﬁﬁm E%ﬂjﬁﬂf&wﬂﬁg 8 “Having the amateur radio people here supplements the county system,

Kikplis-member Otean County ARES, which meets at Robert J. Miller said Peter Gennelen, commumnity coordinator for the Ocean County Offica of
Alrpark in Berkeley, For more mfnrﬂmtiun & mail Murdoglk at bt Emergency Managerment.
waZnj@comeast.net or call ﬁ-ss) 2696370, i

See Radlo, Page BS
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The Ocean Cou

Management at Robert J. Miller

i

Amateur Radio Emergency Service meets at the Ocean County Office of Emergency
Airpark. All ARES ham radio operators are Federal Emergency Managemant

Administration-trained in the National Incident Management System. (srief FHOTO: RODERT WARD)
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"If the county repester
goes out, [ know one of these
ouys can hook up something
right from their car and
keep us on the air”

Murdock said he has also
been working with area hos-
pitals to program amateur
radio equipment the: hospi-
tals received through Home-
land Security grants.

Om April 15, Neil J, Bry-
ant, regional director for
Safety Management at Com-
munity Medical Center in
Toms River and Kimball
Medical Center in  Lake-
wood, was at) the ARES
meeting to take steps'io be-
come certified to use the
radio equipment.

“During  Hurricans Ka:

trina, all the state-ofthe-art
technology didn't function,

‘and the ham radio operators

had the only mode of com-
nmmication,”  said Bryant,

adding that his hospitals
have two-wayv radlos, satel-
lite phones and a
a0-megaherty radio to aid
in commumications during
Al eMmergEnCy,

“This will enhance what
we have,” he said, “We're
lonking forward to having a
long-term relationship With
ARES

ARES holds weekly on-alr
training sesejions for its
members, some of whom are
also frained weather spot-
ters for the National
Weather Service Skywarn

program and the county's
Radiological Emergency Re-
sponse  Preparedness  pro-
grant, All ARES ham radio
operators are also Federal
Emergency Management
Administrationtrained  in
the National Incident hMan-

"apement System.

ON THE WEB: Visit
www. home,comeast.net
J/—wxInj for more infor-
mation about Geean
County Amateur Radio
Emergency Service Inc.



